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GREETINGS FROM KELOWNA 


Kelowna, the heart of the Okanagan, in blossom time! Who would not 
want to be here then? Well, you for one are being invited to come. Which 
ever way you approach the Orchard City you will come through apple 
orchards, peach orchards and great stretches of rolling, rocky waste land 
gay with spring sunflowers (Balsamorhiza sagittata, page 127, Mr. Lyons’ 
new book on B.C. flora) which grow only in this valiey. Should you decide 
to drive over the new Allison pass from Hope to Princeton, you may see the 
remains of winter snow but by the time you arrive in the valley it will be 
the spring snow of blossom you will see as you drive up to Kelowna from 
the southwest. 


Leaving Princeton and the mountains behind, you will follow the 
Similkameen river to the little mining town of Hedley. That shaft you see 
as you enter the town is, | have been told, the longest such shaft in the world. 
At the top of it we have our most celestial branch, Nickel Plate, where they 
mine gold. Books are changed there every six weeks, | should like to say 
by van, but alas it is not so; they are sent up and down ignominiously with 
the groceries, grain, oil and other necessities, on the shaft truck. Our first 
southwesterly branch is at Hedley, where the books are in the school. A 
second look will find our sign on the fence post. Next you come, still fol- 
lowing the Similkameen river, to Keremos, a prosperous little fruit-growing 
town which also sends trainloads of flowers to Vancouver and the prairies 
in the summer time. Watch for our sign, it’s on the Victory Hall this time. 
On through Olalla—named for one of our white flowering shrubs, and 
Kaleden (Kal the Indian name for Beautiful—Beautiful Eden) to Penticton. 


As you approach the first of the three sister cities of the valley, Pen- 
ticton, Kelowna and Vernon, you will catch your first glimpse of the Oka- 
nagan Lake. The lake on your right is Skaba or Dog Lake. Through it the 


(Continued on page 2.) 
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Okanagan river flows on its way to Okanagan 
Falls at the south end, where it falls in small 
cascades to the river bed which flows on down 
through the state of Washington to join the 
mighty Columbia in its rush for the open sea. 
Penticton is a busy little city, a worthy rival to 
its sisters to the north. We should like you to 
take time to stop and call on Mrs. Parker 
in our branch library just off the main road 
on Wade Street. As you come to the end of 
the main street, you are faced with all the 
wide expanse of the Okanagan Lake. From 
now on you follow the lake all the way north, 
passing through Summerland where the Do- 
minion Experimental station hides up in the 
hills near the sky so that it gets every moment 
of the sunshine every day. You may pass 
three of our little branches in this large muni- 
cipality; one in Trout Creek as you enter Sum- 
merland, one in the little Lower Town village 
clinging to the shore line at the foot of the 
high cliffs, and one up on the hill in West 
Summerland. Here you will find the orchards 
in their fullest beauty, the town itself almost 
hidden by the fruit trees. Now a long hilly 
drive through the sagebrush country where the 
spring sunflowers are at their best. This also 
is deer country. When winters are bad and 
the hills so full of snow and ice that there is 
no feeding left, we find deer by the hundred 
grazing along the roadside and going down 
to the salt licks near the lake. Now you drop 
from the hills down into Peachland, well named 
as you will see. Our branch here is at the 


back of the Municipal Hall on your left. Now 
you climb again, up to the town of Westbank 
and the Indian Reserve, before finally dropping 
again to the ferry wharf to board the ferry 
which will bring you across the lake to your 
final destination. 

As you look across the lake to our Orchard 
City, we hope that you will sense the welcome 
that is awaiting you. When you drive up the 
wide main street you will not see the library 
as it is at the other end of town. Before you 
get that far you will be turning on Pendoze 
street to come to Okanagan Mission where 
the Eldorado Arms is situated about five miles 
out. The Mission, as we fondly call it, is 
older than Kelowna and was where Father 
Pandozi (we spell his name wrongly in our 
street named for him) started his mission to 
the Indians who came into Kelowna to trade. 
As rivers were the highways of those days, 
his mission was built on the banks of Mission 
Creek, not far from where it flows into the 
lake. Later Lequim, a Frenchman, built a 
mill, and soon a thriving settlement started. 
Why was it called Kelowna? We are told 
that it was named for Augustas Gillard, a 
hairy man who was the first to build a dug- 
out on the site of what is now Kelowna, and 
was laughingly called Kim-ach-touch, Bear’s 
Face, by the Indians. This was eased to Ke- 
lowna, Indian for Grizzly Bear, and has re- 
mained so ever since. 

We hope that you will come and see for 
yourselves that the Okanagan is all that we 
have said—and more. 

MURIEL FFOULKES. 


Program for the 1953 British Columbia Library 
Association Conference - Kelowna, B.C. 


May 2-3-4—Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
THE ELDORADO ARMS HOTEL 


Saturday, May 2 
3.00 Regional section. 


4.00- 6.00 Registration: chairman, Mr. J. C. 
Lort. Coffee, cocktails. 


6.00- 7.30 Dinner. 
8.00-10.00 General business meeting. 


Sunday, May 3 
10.00 Clerical section; chairman, Miss 

Middleditch. 
Reference section: chairman, Miss 
Mosley. 
Trustee section: chairman, Mr. W. 
B. Hughes-Games. 

12.30- 2.00 Luncheon: speaker, Carol Aiken. 

2.30- 4.00 Circulation section: chairman, Miss 
Viola Johnston. 
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Catalogue section: chairman, Miss 
M. Creelman. 
Children’s section and school de- 
velopment program: chairman, Mr. 
Marshall. 
Special libraries section: chairman, 
Mr. ‘Konrad Egilson. 
4.00- 5.00 Tea at Kelowna Public Library as 
guests of the library board. 
5.00- 8.00 Open. 
8.00 Banquet: speaker, Mr. 
Van der Vliet. 
9.00-11.00 Final general business meeting. 


Nicholas 


Box lunch for homeward drive to the Pen- 
ticton Experimental Farm. 


Complete information concerning transporta- 
tion, accommodation, and recreation will be 
sent to all B.C.L.A. members. 





The youth of America is their oldest tradi- 
tion. It has been going on now for 300 years. 
—Oscar Wilde. 


Public Library Commission 


As announced recently in the press, the com- 
mission has decided on a new formula for the 
apportionment of what have been known as 
“scheduled grants” to the seven municipal pub- 
lic libraries and three regional libraries. The 
new basis is as follows: 

(1) Fifty per cent of the total funds available 
for the purpose to be distributed in pro- 
portion to population. 

(2) Each library to receive $100 per each mem- 

ber of its staff holding a B.L.S. degree 

or a B.C. grade 2 certificate of librarian- 
ship. 

Balance of the total appropriation to be 

distributed in proportion to the expendi- 

tures by the respective libraries in the im- 

mediate preceding year for books, binding 

and periodicals. 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


According to the Constitution section 31(b): 
“This committee (i.e., Nominating Committee) 
shall call for nominations by mail at least two 
months in advance of the annual meeting. 
Each nomination shall be signed by three mem- 
bers entitled to vote, and be accompanied by 
the acceptance of the nomination by the nomi- 
nee.” As this committee was not active until 
too late to get material in the January Bulle- 
tin, the committee members have done their 
best to circularize librarians by direct can- 
vassing of the various library staffs, and take 
pleasure in submitting the following slate of 
officers for 1953-54: 

Honorary president, The Honorable Mrs. T. 
G. Rolston; president, Ronald Ley; vice-presi- 
dent, Anne Berry; secretary, Alma Brundige; 
treasurer, Joan O’Rourke. 

The other members of the Nominating Com- 
mittee are Miss Anna Clarke and Mrs. Alison 
Riddell. 


Respectively submitted, 


ANNE M. SMITH, 
Chairman, Nominating Committee. 


BOARD ... 


Material assistance in public relations is being 
given the regional libraries in the form of a 
publicity folder to be supplied freely and in 
considerable quantity by the commission. The 
general tenor of the dodger is to urge people 
to make active use of the service which they 
are paying for in any case, and to support the 
library strongly so that it may be of steadily 
increasing interest and value. 


The commission’s library survey of Burn- 
aby was completed early in the year and pre- 
sented to the Municipal Council. It recom- 
mends the formation of a municipal public li- 
brary, with the main library located in the 
Edmonds area, a branch farther west on Kings- 
way near MacKay Street, and a branch in 
North Burnaby where the North Burnaby Pub- 
lic Library Association is presently operating. 

At the request of the North Vancouver Pub- 
lic Library Association the superintendent has 
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discussed with a special committee of that 
body and with other interested people in the 
area, various methods by which adequate and 
unified public library service could be organ- 
ized for the whole city and district of North 
Vancouver. Besides the North Vancouver as- 
sociation, other library bodies in the area are 
Capilano Public Library Association and a 
library organized by Sey-Lynn Recreations, 
both of which are financially assisted by the 
commission. Local library service for Deep 
Cove is also under consideration. 

A joint delegation from the B.C. Library 
Association and the Public Library Commis- 
sion was granted an interview with the Hon- 
orable the Minister of Finance recently for the 
presentation of a brief requesting removal of 
the S.S. & M.A. tax from books. The min- 
ister expressed his willingness to study the 
matter and asked the delegation to supply 
information as to the total amount of annual 
book sales in the province. 

Very welcome co-operation continues to be 
received from provincial authorities in the mat- 
ter of accommodation for public libraries in 
various parts of the province. Quarters pro- 
vided freely to Rossland Public Library Associ- 
ation some time ago in the court house have 
recently been much improved by the Depart- 
ment of Public Works. In Fort St. John a 
former police barracks has been made avail- 
able for library purposes at a nominal rent, 
and in both Vanderhoof and Terrace free ac- 
commodation in government buildings is being 
provided for the recently formed public li- 
brary associations in these two communities. 

A gratifying attitude of the Department of 
Education toward library service for schools is 
indicated by the following quotation from the 
Honorable Vincent Massey which Dr. Fairey 
included in a recent curriculum circular: 


“A generation ago, books were the most 
popular form of entertainment; but for some 
years now, books have been only one of many 
things that compete for the child’s interest. 
But it is still true that books are vital to 
the business of education. To be well edu- 
cated is to be well read; reading makes us 
familiar with our literature, and our history, 
responsive to the beauty and the power of 
words, and able to use them well. The taste 


for good reading is formed in childhood. 
It is important that young Canada should 
read.” 


More than the librarians of the three re- 
gional libraries will doubtless be interested to 
learn that Mrs. Gretchen Schenk’s manual, 
“County and Regional Library Development,” 
which has been in course of preparation for 
many years, is at last due for publication by 
the American Library Association in the fall. 

The latest public library association to be 
formed is that at Gibsons, the fast-growing 
village on the south end of Sechelt Peninsula 
at the entrance to Howe Sound. Grants have 
been made by the Public Library Commission 
and the Village Commission, and the new 
library board is fortunate in having the volun- 
tary services of a trained librarian now resi- 
dent in the community. 

The commission has appointed a commit- 
tee under the chairmanship of Mr. Lidster 
to study the question of certification. 


The U.B.C. Library 


From January 7-16, the “Eleventh Western 
Book Exhibition 1952” was held in the Uni- 
versity Library. This exhibit is sponsored 
annually by the Rounce and Coffin Chub 
of Los Angeles, an informal group of printers, 
booksellers, librarians and others interested 
in printing. This year, for the first time, all 
printers and publishers from the 11 western 
states, Western Texas, Alberta, British Colum- 
bia and Hawaii were invited to participate. 

On Friday and Saturday, February 27 and 
28, when the University was host to the sixth 
province-wide High School Conference, 180 
students visited the library where they were 
given a brief talk and then conducted, in 
small groups, on a tour of the library. As the 
students were alert, interested and appreciative, 
we felt that the effort involved was worth- 
while. 

An institute on Librarianship as a Career 
was held in the U.B.C. Library on Satur- 
day, March 21, 1953. There were two ses- 
sions in Room 852, one at 10 a.m. at which 
the various types of libraries and library serv- 
ice were discussed; and another at 2 p.m. 
concerned with the question, “Why Be a 
Professional Librarian?” 
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Those who attended the two sessions were 
guests of the British Columbia Library As- 
sociation for a sandwich lunch in the staff 
room. 


The University of British Columbia Libra- 
ry’s plan to raise money for the B.C.L.A. 
bursary fund through the serving of divi- 
sional lunches was a monetary success and 
through that success has died. 


The spirit of competition became so keen 
that divisions whose turns came low on the 
list were driven to a frenzied study of The 
Joy of Cooking in an effort to surpass those 
who had gone before. The only sensation 
left seems to be caviar and humming birds’ 
tongues, and no ones dares volunteer for a 
second round. 


So many people have had to make so many 
copies of so many recipes that, as a measure 
of self-protection, they plan to print and sell 
them as a final effort to swell this year’s con- 
tribution to the fund. 


Okanagan Union Library 


Through the generosity of the late Mr. H. J. 
Parham of Penticton, the Penticton branch 
has been left a bequest of $1,000, to be spent 
on books and on the necessary shelves to hold 
them. Mr. Parham’s will was drawn up be- 
fore Penticton became a member of the Oka- 
nagan Regional Library, so the books have 
been selected and bought by the president 
of the old library association in that city. 
The books in this collection will become a 
permanent part of Penticton’s book-stock, and 
will not be available for general circulation. 
The books are concerned chiefly with natu- 
ral history in all its aspects and will form a 
most attractive nucleus from which to build 
a specialized collection. 


The National Film Board has given us 
24 films which we may keep indefinitely and 
which will be added to from time to time. 
These films will be circulated to the public 
as soon as arrangements have ben made for 
handling them. 

R. L. STIELL. 


Fraser Valley Regional Library 


The last week in February was a busy one, 
in that we moved into our new headquarters 
building without any interruption of regular 
library services. What a chore! One party 
of the girls did the packing at the old location, 
another party unpacked and shelved at the 
new building, while the men maintained a 
shuttle service by truck between the two. By 
the end of the week we were all pretty tired 
and were glad to see the last box of books 
unpacked. 


The new building is a wonderful improve- 
ment over the old cramped quarters and 
the staff are very pleased with it. We are 
settling down well and gradually taking care 
of the hundred and one small details inci- 
dental to making a new building “homey.” 
The official opening is set for April 23 and 
a cordial invitation is extended to all who 
can come to be with us on the great day. 


Provincial Library and Archives 


An exhibit on view in the Provincial Library 
just recently which aroused considerable in- 
terest was Sir John Wilson’s “The Royal 
Philatelic Collection.” To show comparison, 
pages of the original Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia stamps were also on view. 
This amply illustrated the excellent colour 
work of the reproductions in the book. 


There have been several changes recently on 
the staff of the Provincial Library and Ar- 
chives. Miss Helen Kerr, assistant cataloguer 
in the Archives has sailed for Australia, and 
Miss Barbara McLennan was recently ap- 
pointed to take charge of the photographic 
collection. Mrs. Cicely Ellis, formerly of the 
Public Library Commission, has joined the 
staff of the Provincial Library, to become 
assistant in the Orders, Gifts and Exchanges 
division. 

Two recent visitors to the library have been 
Miss Schrader from Sydney, Australia, and 
Mr. O’Neill from New Zealand. 
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Vancouver Island Regional Library 


The Vancouver Island Regional Library 
staff were very elated to finally receive the 
new van. Painted in grey and red, 24 feet long 
and holding 2,000 books, it has ample room 
to accommodate the patrons along the van 
routes. 

We are very sorry to be losing Mr. Jack 
Lort on April 1 to the Victoria Public Li- 
brary. Mr. Bob Davison, former assistant 
librarian, will be taking over as head libra- 
rian. On April 1, we will be welcoming to 
our staff Mr. Bill Fraser of the Toronto 
Public Library as the new children’s librarian. 

The Board of Management of the library 
met in January for the annual meeting. The 
following officers were elected: Chairman, 
Mr. George Darling; vice-chairman, Mr. F. 
O. Murphy; hon. treasurer, William Hender- 
son. The per capita rate of 90 cents remains 
the same. 

The Nanaimo branch of the Friends of 
the Library recently held its annual meet- 
ing and the following officers were elected: 
President, Mr. Hugh Heath; vice-president, 
Dr. G. Blott, and secretary, Mrs. Marion 
Ricker. Representatives of various organiza- 
tions were invited to the meeting. Progress 
reports were given and future plans for a new 
Nanaimo library campaign were mapped out. 


MARJORIE HESLOP. 


Victoria Public Library 


The Victoria Public Library is a busy 
place these days in more ways than one. The 
circulation department reports a record num- 
ber of registered borrowers, as well as a 
considerable increase in requests for reserve 
books over previous years. 

A propos of the current Coronation quizzes, 
the reference department says: By every in- 
dependent survey, nine out of ten Victoria 
women say, “Our preference is for reference.” 

And the catalogue department comments: 

It makes us nervous 

To hear of such popular service. 
There’s nothing to cheer us, 
Nine out of ten people 

Never come near us. 


The boys’ and girls’ department is being 
used by more children than ever before. The 
weekly story hour, previously held by a local 
radio station, is now handled by the staff. 
Children of all ages attend the story hour, 
which is held in the music room. Recently, 
when the music room ceiling was under re- 
pair, the children were taken instead to the 
film department where they viewed two ju- 
venile films. 


The monthy concerts of recorded music, 
open to the public free of charge, are proving 
popular. The response is such that there is 
seldom a vacant seat. 


We are hoping to acquire our bookmobile in 
the not too distant future, when library serv- 
ice to outlying districts will be inaugurated. 


Since the last bulletin was issued, Miss Muriel 
Laing has been appointed head of the refer- 
ence department. On April 1, Mr. J. C. Lort, 
former head of the Vancouver Island Regional 
Library, will arrive to assume his duties 
as assistant librarian and head of the cir- 
culation department. In the latter capacity 
he will replace Miss Jean Porter, who, we re- 
gret to report, is still confined to hospital. 


Newcomers to the staff are Mrs. Mar- 
garet Janes, Miss Mary Adelfred and Miss 
Mary Hincks. Mrs. Margaret Wright has re- 
cently left the staff. Wedding bells are in 
the air for several staff members whose mar- 
riages are due to take place shortly. 


NANCY LITTLE. 


Vancouver Public Library 


Visits to England and the Continent this 
summer are being planned by several staff 
members. Mr. Robinson is leaving the middle 
of April for a three-month trip to the U.K., 
made possible by leave granted for over 25 
years of service in the Vancouver Public Li- 
brary. The greater part of the time will be 
spent in England with shorter visits planned 
to Scotland, Ireland and the Continent. As a 
keen bibliophile, Mr. Robinson is looking for- 
ward to exploring the English book world and 
has been empowered by the Library Board to 
buy books. 
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Miss Griffin, science and technology division, 
and Miss Rhoda Baxter, branch librarian of 
the Kerrisdale branch, are also looking for- 
ward to three months abroad, beginning May 
15. 


Miss Adeline Hackie, Toronto ‘51, has joined 
the staff of the Kitsilano Branch Library, re- 
placing Miss Virginia Michas who resigned 
March 1 to go abroad. 


The projected Point Grey Community Cen- 
tre includes provision for the Kerrisdale 
branch which stands on the area where the 
centre is to be built. Talks are currently 
under way as to details and it is expected that 
the work will be begun by the early summer. 


Unesco to Establish “Associated 
Projects’’ System to Assist 
Libraries and Library School 


A system of “associated projects,” intended 
to aid public libraries and library schools is 
being established by the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 


The system has a two-fold purpose: To aid 
libraries and library schools with technical 
information and_ services available through 
Unesco, and to obtain information about their 
work to be made known to librarians and 
educators facing similar problems elsewhere. 


The system is being planned along much the 
same lines as Unesco’s “associated projects” 
in fundamental education, now numbering 
nearly 50 educational campaigns in 17 countries 
and territories. 


To libraries and library schools, Unesco pro- 
poses to offer a general information service, 
supplying copies of its technical publications 
on libraries and the training of librarians. It 
will also answer questions on problems within 
its competence and assist libraries to obtain 
books by exchanges and gifts through its clear- 
ing house for publications. 


At the same time, Unesco will be in a posi- 
tion to offer more extensive aid to libraries 
Or governments making specific requests. These 
services include the arrangement of scholar- 


ships for librarians to be sent abroad for train- 
ing, the procurement of books and equipment 
through the use of Unesco Gift Coupons and, 
in special cases, the services of a member of 
Unesco’s library division to work on specific 
problems. 


Requests for inclusion in the system of “as- 
sociated projects” will be handled through the 
government of the Unesco member state in 
which the library or library school in question 
is located. 
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I cannot see that lectures can do so much 
good as reading the books from which the 
lectures are taken.—Johnson, in Boswell’s Life 
of Johnson. 





A hospital for the mind.—Inscription on li- 
brary at Alexandria. 
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Bookbinding Technique 
Developed by the United Nations 


A limited budget plus the necessity of keep- 
ing in good shape for reference purposes an 
exceptional number of mimeographed docu- 
ments has resulted in the Publishing Division 
of the United Nations developing a bookbinding 
technique which has aroused the interest of all 
librarians who have seen it, including many in 
New York, Paris and Latin America. 

The United Nations daily produces a con- 
siderable number of mimeographed documents, 
some of which are for immediate use as work- 
ing papers for the various Councils and Com- 
missions but a good percentage of which may 
have to be kept for reference purposes for 
several years. These latter present a serious 
problem. 

It was found that, if the mimeographed 
sheets were stapled but not bound, copies would 
tend to deteriorate rapidly and pages would be 
lost. Furthermore, some of the documents were 
too bulky to staple effectively. On the other 
hand, permanent commercial binding costs 
$2.00 and up per volume and the United Nations 
simply did not have the money to spend. 

Technicians in the Publishing Division began 
experimenting with different types of glue 
bindings with varying success until they finally 
hit on the present method which has now been 
in use by the United Nations for over three 
years. 

This type of binding is similar in principle to 
the “pad-binding” used for the average dime 
scratch book found in any stationers or drug- 
store. But, whereas this pad-binding as used 
commercially for note-books has not been con- 
sidered sufficiently permanent or tough for 
binding reference volumes, the method devel- 
oped by the United Nations has proved to meet 
all requirements of strength and durability. 

The method is simple and very cheap, can be 
used for virtually all kinds of paper and binder 
board and will give satisfactory results with 
any kind of good cold padding glue. 

When the documents are received for binding, 
all staples are removed, pages smoothed out 
and the binding edge of each volume trimmed. 
The pages are then jogged towards the binding 


edge to ensure that they are even and that each 
sheet will come into contact with the padding 
glue when it is applied. Fly sheets and pieces 
of pressboard, cut to size, are then placed on the 
front and back of each volume and the volumes 
are stacked, one o ntop of the other to any 
reasonab!e height. A heavy weight is placed on 
the top volume of the pile towards the front 
margin. In one process, the cold padding glue 
is applied to the binding edges of all the stacked 
volumes with any paint brush. After two coats 
of padding glue have been applied, a layer of 
cloth (crash) is placed over them followed by 
a third, thick coating of the glue. When the 
stacked material is dry, each volume is sepa- 
rated from those next to it with a razor blade 
or sharp knife, book-cloth cut to size is placed 
over the newly bound spine and neatly trimmed. 
And that is all. 

The glue used should be mixed to approxi- 
mately the consistency of ordinary wall-paint 
for mimeograph or similar papers, but slightly 
thinner if the material being bound consists of 
very heavy paper stock or photostats. If the 
volumes being bound are very thick and heavy, 
added strength can be given to the binding by 
slashing the binding edges with a razor blade 
when the volumes are stacked, thereby giving 
the glue a deeper penetration. 

From the above outline of the process, it can 
be seen that no special equipment is needed 
except a paper cutter strong enough to trim 
the binding edges of the volumes, a home-made 
rack to hold the volumes while they are stacked 
and any heavy piece of metal to use as a weight 
on the top of the stack. 

The results obtained have been remarkable. 
At the United Nations only one staff member 
is regularly employed on the binding and he 
has bound an average of about 400 volumes a 
week over the last three years or more. The 
binding is so strong that even a heavy volume 
two inches thick can be held up by one page 
and jerked up and down. Furthermore, exper- 
ience has shown that the binding can be expect- 
ed to last at least as long as the woodpulp paper 
used in the documents. In fact, in the more 
than three years since the binding method was 
developed, only a handful of volumes have been 
returned for rebinding. The cost per volume 
averages out at less than 25 cents. 
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From the President 


At the commencement of a new year it is 
customary to decide upon a project. This year, 
1953-1954, is no exception, and this year your 
executive has chosen a project that it regards 
as vitally important to the association. I refer 


to a membership drive. 


According to lists that were prepared last 
year, it appears that, although there were over 
three hundred library workers in British Co- 
lumbia, only 125 were members of B.C.L.A. To 
date this year we have only thirty-five paid-up 
members! In order to improve the situation we 
plan to appoint a membership committee with 
one member in each library, whose task it will 
be to revise the staff lists and to promote mem- 


bership among his colleagues. 


We have heard criticisms of B.C.L.A. and 
doubts regarding its value. The worth of a 
professional organization is somewhat difficult 
to put into words. It is, or should be, a strong 
body concerned with the welfare both of the 
profession as a whole and of the individual pro- 
fessional worker. The British Columbia Library 
Association’s record in the past has not been 
negligible. Our organization has been active in 
promoting provincial library legislation and in 
securing provincial aid for various types of 
libraries. It has done a great deal to raise the 
standard of library service and it has helped to 


improve the salaries and working conditions of 
all library employees, both members and non- 
members, throughout the province. Two con- 
crete examples of its work are the institute con- 
ducted last year by the recruitment committee, 
which was a decided success, and the bursary 
fund, which is proving to be an increasing help 
to student librarians. 


The usefulness of B.C.L.A., however, depends 
entirely upon the individual member. In other 
words, the individual member gets out of the 
association just what he is prepared to put into 
it. We cannot now help what our association has 
done or not done in the past, but what it does 
in the future depends upon you and me and 
every librarian in the province. Our organiza- 
tion can be an important factor in our profes- 
sional lives if we will make it one by joining 


the association and by sharing in its activities. 
Remember — B.C.L.A. is what we make it. 


It is with a great deal of pleasure that I 
extend an invitation to the association to hold 
its 1954 convention in the city of Chilliwack. I 
am assured that there will be ample accommo- 
dation both at the Empress Hotel, in which 
our meetings can be held, and at a number of 
excellent motor-courts. The executive will be 
pleased to hear from any member concerning 
this invitation and will welcome suggestions for 
the business meetings and other conference 
activities. 


RONALD LEY. 





